
Ohio Native

Fireweed

Scientific Name: Chamaenerion angustifolium

Life Cycle Plant Height Plant Spacing Soil Moisture Sun Exposure Bloom Period

Perennial 4 Feet 1 - 2 Feet Medium, Dry Full, Partial July - August

Fireweed has willow-like leaves and red stems like other plants in its genus, but its

stunning magenta blossoms make it unique. It can be a vibrant addition to sunny,

moist sites, but it spreads aggressively by rhizomes so care is needed in small

landscape plantings. Well-known and widespread in Northern Minnesota and

Wisconsin, it is also very common in Alaska and throughout the Northern

Hemisphere. Provided ample amounts of sun and decently moist soils, this member

of the willow herb family can rise to surprising abundance in a very short amount of

time. Its common name comes from its sudden appearance after a wildfire. A

forested site completely devoid of this species can quickly become a dense stand

of bright pink fireweed following a modest burn. In fact, in the right

circumstances, this plant can become quite aggressive. The upside to this is that it

is a widely used species both as a nectar source for pollinators as well as a food

source for class lepidoptera (moths and butterflies). Once established, this

species requires little care. The one thing it cannot handle is competition. If other

species are allowed to grow in and over top it, Fireweed will quickly succumb.

***All information collected from Prairiemoon.com***

https://www.prairiemoon.com/epilobium-angustifolium-fireweed-prairie-moon-nursery.html

